Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 V ALT .FT 01210 151318Z 
53 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /044W 

- 111801 

R 151155Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6488 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
DIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS VALLETTA 1210 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, MILL MT, UK 

SUBJECT: RAF VULCAN BOMBER CRASHES IN MALTA 

1. A BRITISH RAF VULCAN BOMBER ON A TRAINING FLIGHT FROM 
THE UNITED KINGDOM TO MALTA EXPLODED AND CRASHED WHILE 
ATTEMPTING TO LAND AT LUQA AIRPORT ON OCTOVER 14. 

2. THE AIRCRAFT HAD MADE ONE ABORTED LANDING ATTEMPT AT 
THE AIRPORT, DURING WHICH ITS UNDERCARRIAGE WAS REPORTEDLY 
DAMAGED. WHILE ATTEMPTING A SECOND LANDING APPROACH, THE 
VULCAN EXPLODED IN MIDAIR AND CRASHED AT THE NEARLY VILLAGE 
OF ZABBAR. 

3. CURRENT REPORTS INDICATE THAT FIVE OF THE SEVEN RAF 
CREW MEMBERS WERE KILLED, AS WELLAS TWO CIVILIANS ON THE 
GROUND. THERE ALSO WERE AT LEAST TWENTY ADDITIONAL PERSONS 
INJURED IN ZABBAR, SOME OF THEM SERIOUSLY. 

4. AN RAF SPOKESMAN SAID THAT THE VULCAN WAS NOT 
CARRYING ANY WEAPONS, AND THAT A FULL-SCALE INQUIRY 
WOULD BE CARRIED OUT BY THE RAF. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR HAS SENT LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE 
TO PRESIDENT MAMO AND PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF ON THE 
INCIDENT, AS WELL AS TO THE SENIOR BRITISH OFFICIALS 
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